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phase of Bdbi'ism culminated in the attempted assassination
of Ndsiru'd-Dfn Shah by three members of the
sect on August 15, 1852, and the frightful perse-
cution which followed, wherein twenty-eight
more or less prominent Bdbfs, including the
beautiful and talented poetess Qurratu'l-'Ayn, suffered death
with horrible tortures1. Most of the leading Babfs who
survived emigrated or were exiled to Baghdad, and thence-
forth, though the sect continued to increase in Persia, the
centre of its activity, whether at Baghddd, Adrianople,
Cyprus or Acre, laj^ beyond the frontiers of Persia.

It is unnecessary here to discuss the causes and course
of the short Anglo-Persian War of 1856-7, brought about
m,. * , by the seizure of Herdt by the Persians. It

The Anglo-              J                                                           J

Persian War of began with the occupation by the British of the
island of KMrak in the Persian Gulf on De-
cember 4, 1856, and was officially terminated by the Treaty
of Peace signed at Paris on March 4, 1857, by Lord Cowley
and Farrukh Khdn, though, owing to the slowness of com-
munications at that time, hostilities actually continued for
another month. They did not end a moment too soon for
Great Britain, for almost before the ratifications were ex-
changed the Indian Mutiny broke out. The need then
experienced for better communications between
England and India led in 1864 to the intro-
duction Into Persia of the telegraph, to which
further extension was given in 1870 and 1872, and this, as
pointed out by Sir Percy Molesworth Sykes (whose History
of Persia? is almost the only book which gives a continuous

works, a biography, and an account of Le mouvement Gobiniste en
Allemagne et en France.

1  See my Travellers Narrative^ vol. ii, pp. 326-334, and Materials
for the Study of the Bdbi Religion^ pp. 265-271.

2  I refer to the second and enlarged edition, published in 1921, in
which (on p. 526 of vol. ii) March of that year is mentioned as the
current date at the time of writing.